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Draft Environment Partnership Minutes

27th January 2009
Committee Room 1, 2.00 pm
	 
	In Attendance
	Action

	
	Irene Mack – Barnsley Canal Consortium
Janet Johnson – Groundwork

Sarah Ford – Senior Countryside Officer
Sue Smith – Performance Information Unit, BMBC

Geoff Carr- Barnsley Biodiversity Trust
Malcolm Parker – Barnsley Biodiversity Trust
Alice Hetherington –  Planning & Transportation
Karen Tait– Environment Agency 

Councillor Newman – Cabinet Spokesperson, Development 
Brian Davies – Natural England
Peter Mirfin – One Barnsley Secretariat
Ann Gosse – Executive Director, Development 
Colin Heseltine – Barnsley Association of Community Partnerships
Terry Stevenson – Barnsley College
Graham Coultish – National Farmers Union
Robert Gillicker – Planning and Transportation
Stuart Jenkinson – Environment Agency, Dearne Valley Heart

	

	
	Apologies 
	

	
	Ken Eastwood – AD Regulatory Services, BMBC
Derek Williams – AD Neighbourhood Services, BMBC
Martine Standish – Public Health
Kate Roe – ED Customer and Neighbourhood Services

Alan White – Property and Procurement 
Susan Upton – Waste Management
Sue Brown – VAB
Councillor Noble

Mary Verity – South Yorkshire Police

	

	1.
	Welcome and Introductions
	

	1.1

	Brian opened the meeting and as there were new members, people introduced themselves and the organisation they represented.

	

	2.
	Minutes and Matters Arising
	

	2.1

2.2
2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7
	The minutes were checked and passed for accuracy.
Under point 3.5, Helen Knox had sent details to the community observers.
With regards to point 4.4, Sue reported that no comments had been received on the action plan.  The point raised under 4.5 was picked up with the current agenda.

As per item 5.3, Groundwork had been added as a named partner to the action plan and contact details had been shared between Peter Roberts and Dave Wilde. 

Point 5.5 was noted for future meetings and point 5.7 was on the agenda under item 4 – action plan. 

6.1/6.3 no comments had been received on the review of delivery partnerships report but Peter agreed to give a brief verbal update under AOB.

The agenda reflected the changes suggested under item 7.2.
	

	3.
	Presentation – Walking and Cycling
	

	3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

3.11

3.12

3.13

3.14

3.15

3.16

3.17

3.18
	Robert and Stuart thanked the group for the opportunity to present.  Robert would first talk about how the council was delivering walking and cycling, then Stuart would talk about how walking and cycling was integrated into the developments in the Dearne valley.

Robert discussed the cross cutting nature of walking and cycling, its impact on health, the environment, congestion, road safety and the economy.   He gave a brief resume of previous work including the cycling strategy, travel plans both condition and voluntary and walking and cycling guides given out thanks to LPSA funds.
He then went on to highlight some significant facts, such as the 24% decline in walking and that 45% of all car based trips are less than 2 miles.  Robert showed that assuming a 12km round trip with a commute 5 times/week, the carbon saving over a year when compared to average car is 854kg.
Robert highlighted events such as National Bike Week (June), In Town Without my Car (September), Walk to School Month and Barnsley walking festival.  He then gave an insight into work planned, such as working on an ERDF bid to provide access to opportunities to walk and cycle, developing travel plans and working with the Barnsley Bicycle user group.

Robert then went on to ask how partners are integrating cycling and walking into their work.

Rather than open this up for debate, the chair suggested that the group received a further presentation from Stuart before discussion.
Stuart introduced the Dearne valley heart presentation, he highlighted the vision for the area, showed the area in question and showed the cross cutting benefits of such a scheme.
The project aims to develop the green network in the area, improving access to the countryside, promoting more local leisure opportunities and therefore helping to lower carbon emissions.  There is already a network of footpaths but this will be enhanced and existing railway embankments will become walking routes.
Old moor wetlands in the Dearne area has 100,000 visits a year, has links to the Trans Pennine Trail and also has cycle hire provision, which can enable people to rediscover cycling.
Stuart talked about improving habitats and the proposal to install a fish pass in a weir in the area to allow fish to migrate.  He also showed how art and the heritage in the area are being integrated in to the development.

Brian thanked bother Robert and Stuart for their presentations saying that it linked the strategy and practice of walking and cycling well.
Brian again referred to the question Robert had posed and spoke of how Natural England responds to this agenda.  

· Walking your way to health programmes
· Reducing Carbon emissions through travel and estates by 50%

· Salary sacrifice scheme for cycle purchase

· Office cycles for short journeys

· Re-evaluation of mileage rates for cycling

· Subsidised travel cards to encourage people not to take the car
· Video and teleconferencing to reduce travel to meetings

Janet added that Groundwork were also proactive in this area.
· Mileage rate for cycling

· Travel to work plans

Salary sacrifice scheme was considered but felt too complicated.  The issue for groundwork is access to showers/storage.

Karen added that the Environment Agency takes place in the following 
· National Cycling Week

· Salary sacrifice scheme

· Metro cards for staff

· Folding bikes at work

· Provision of protective clothing (helmets/waterproofs)

· Mileage rates have been looked at

· Showers and a gym are included at their offices

Godfrey added that the Town Centre Community Partnership has a youth development work. They have links with the local schools and are encouraging walking and cycling to school.

John added that the Environment Safety trust had bought power assisted bikes which were being recharged at CIS offices.  Ann added that BMBC were trialling different electric bikes – it was agreed to send the results of this to Janet at Groundwork.

Ann asked if there was more we could do on this collectively.   Peter asked whether there could be a partnership response to events such as National Bike Week.
It was agreed that an update on the actions of partners with regards to walking/cycling be placed on the next agenda.
	Peter agreed to circulate the presentations

Bike trial results to Groundwork

Consider partnership response to national bike week.

Response to be put on agenda

	4.
	Environment Partnership Action Plan
	

	4.1

4.2
4.3

4.4


	Peter introduced this item. As per the previous minutes the action plan had been updated and a summary document had been produced.  This contained 6 headline actions which most, if not all partners could implement.  It was thought that the document would provide a useful tool for light touch performance management – a brief overview of which partners were delivering on which element. It could also provide the basis for the presentations on future agendas and for other information sharing events linked with the forum.
The meeting generally thought that this was a good idea; Ann suggested adding where there would be contribution to delivery of other LAA targets, such as reducing congestion or obesity.
It was agreed that waste management should be added as another headline action as should biodiversity.

In order to keep this up to date and integrate this with the information sharing part of the agenda, it was decided to add an additional column which would be populated with the actions partners agreed to undertake following the information sharing exercise. This could then be circulated with minutes and referred to for progress reporting at the following meeting
	

	5.
	Feedback from the Biodiversity Meeting
	

	5.1
5.2
5.3

5.4

5.5

	Alice gave brief feedback from the subgroup meeting. The group was a subgroup of the partnership with a clear purpose and a membership which focused on groups working on biodiversity in the Barnsley area.
The meeting had an interesting and challenging discussion about how to improve biodiversity in Barnsley.  How BMBC is organised contribute to/manage biodiversity has yet to be finalised and internal discussions are currently taking place.  Work was still taking place despite this and there are ongoing meetings with the biodiversity trust.
Brian added that he found it very encouraging that all the key players in Barnsley were in attendance and committed to improving biodiversity in Barnsley.  He asked Alice whether there was an expected timescale to the reorganisation, which unfortunately there wasn’t.
Peter added that the meeting did agree on a number of high priority biodiversity projects such as the review of the Biodiversity Action Plan, Local Records Centre and Local Sites Partnership
It was agreed to hold another meeting once the authority’s situation was clearer and continue to report to the partnership. This meeting would also define the role and purpose of the subgroup in more detail.

	Peter to circulate biodiversity meeting minutes to all Env p’ship members

	6
	Update on One Barnsley Forum
	

	6.1
6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

	Peter updated the group on the forum, which has been confirmed for the 25th February at 5.30pm.   The past few meetings had discussed how the forum could better link the voluntary and community sector to the partnership.
As proposed previously the forum will focus on reducing carbon emissions.  This involves signing an environmental pledge, similar to the Nottingham declaration which commits a group to acting on climate change.
The event will also have presentations from Dave Wilde, Groundwork about the Green Check project and Fit for the Future will give a presentation focusing on improving health while lowering carbon emissions. 
Peter said that there would also be a website where vol/com groups could sign the pledge and get online support. There would also be presentations/workshops similar to those at the partnership to share best practice with groups that had signed the pledge.

Peter urged people to attend and to circulate invitations to people who may be interested.
	

	7
	AOB
	

	7.1
7.2

7.3

	Peter mentioned the One Barnsley review of Delivery Partnerships and circulated a paper which was going to the Board the following day, 28th January.  3 Models were being suggested.
1. Based around the currently model, but with an extra delivery partnership for Ambition 11 in the community strategy.

2. The LSP organised around task and finish groups which focus on LAA targets.

3. 4 or 5 larger delivery partnership, supported by issue groups.

He added that he would keep the group informed of the review and any implications.
	Peter Mirfin to circulate the report with minutes.

	
	Date and time of the next meeting

Tuesday 28th April 2009 2pm – Room TBC
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